
                    
BEDFORD RUGBY FOLLOWERS ASSOCIATION 

 
Minutes of a Committee meeting held in the Scrum Hall on Monday 24 February 2020. 
  
Those present:, Phil Novis (President), Martin Clark (Chairman), Margaret Appleton (Membership & Outings 
Secretary, Geoff Appleton (Treasurer), Jane Roberts (Secretary), Mel Grover, Solveig Haywood, Jackie Markham, 
Kevin Sands, Martin Sharpe, Baz Townsend (Committee members).  
 
Apologies:  Andy Cobley (Vice Chairman), Lesley Cornish, Peter Smith 
 
MC welcomed Kevin Sands to the committee. 
 
JR advised the meeting that she had received an email from Steve advising that due to ongoing health issues, he is 
resigning from the Committee with immediate effect.  He thanked the committee for all their support.  JR had 
responded accepting his resignation, thanking him for his hard work while on the committee and saying that if he 
wanted to return in the future, there would be a place for him. 
 
Minutes of Last Meeting:   Agreed.  
 
Matters Arising:   See Actions Sheet.   
 
Correspondence:  AC had received an email from Tony at Pirates regarding the funding cuts which he’d passed on 
to MC.  Tony thought it was a good idea to have one voice from the Championship Clubs to respond to the RFU rather 
than each supporters’ group doing their own thing.  He wanted to know from us what we thought a suitable response 
would be.  It was agreed that MC would respond to Tony saying that we agree with one response (by email or letter) 
but also saying that we heartily endorse the views of Geoff Irvine as already expressed and that we look forward to 
seeing quality Championship rugby in the coming season. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:    
The Treasurer updated the meeting on the finances. 
  
Outings:   
MA advised that the Pirates trip went well although she was not happy with the alternative accommodation we were 
given – it was not as good quality as the Lugger.  She had been asked by Gareth if we could take the Club’s Media 
Officer, Ryan Robinson, FoC – MA had said yes and also offered a FoC coach place on all away trips for him – the 
committee supported the decision. 
Newcastle – only 14 travelling.  The Premier Inn has been booked instead of the Novotel as it is much cheaper. 
Coach will depart Goldington Road at 9am. 
Rugby Tonight – MG advised that only 12 travelling so far – coach cost is £450.  After discussion it was agreed that 
we cannot lose money on a trip that is not related to Bedford games.  MG to email those who are going to advise that 
we are unable to take a coach and give them information on public transport alternatives.  MC will let BT know that the 
anticipated numbers are lower than hoped.   
Ampthill – cost is £10, leaving Goldington Road at 1.30pm. 
Hartpury – 11 April – cost is £22, leaving G/Road at 1030 am. 
 
Social:  Nothing from the sub-committee. 
Quiz Night -  JM advised that only 10 teams registered so far – not all are full teams.  MC advised that Ryan will be 
putting it on the Club website this week.  PN will put something on Facebook and also advise that it is in the Lifesure 
Suire. 
 
Newsletter:  MG advised that the latest issue is virtually ready to be circulated.  Agreed to have one more before end 
of the season – copy required by 27 April at the latest. 
 
Sponsorship: 
There was discussion about a possible sponsor for next year and what they could offer. 
 
AGM: 
There was discussion about possibly changing the date of the AGM to accommodate a high profile speaker.   
 
Any Other Business:  
Howard Travis has asked MC to join his “Think Tank” to come up with ideas for making money to bridge the funding 
gap.  MC asked everyone to think of ideas and forward to him.  JM suggested – another rights issue/a new share 
issue/match ball sponsorship.  She also thought it important to let Howard know why the Followers annual contribution 
to the Club is reduced, ie not allowed to sell Jackpot tickets in hospitality and no opportunity to sponsor a player. 
 



Date for visit to Matt Hampson Foundation – the date originally scheduled for JM/SH to go was not suitable for the 
Foundation.  Alternative dates of 1 or 8 April were suggested.  JM will liaise with Paige at the MH Foundation and let 
everyone know the agreed date.  If anyone else wants to go, please let JM know. 
 
MA – mentioned Club Dinner (likely to be in May).  She doesn’t have any details yet but asked if we wanted her to 
book two tables when she can – all agreed. 
MA – thanked everyone making her birthday special.  SH had some money left over as so many people wanted to 
contribute – she passed it to MA to go to the charity collection. 
PN – mentioned that the plaque from the Jack Pope Bar (the one about it being named in his honour) had been taken 
down during the refurbishment but will now be relocated to above the door as you go into the bar.  He also advised 
that all the pictures of past Presidents had been thrown into the skip during the refurbishment – Gareth had not been 
aware. 
 
 
Next meetings: 
6 April 2020 
11 May 2020 
AGM – 16 June 2020 (subject to confirmation from Club) 
 
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 2115 hrs.    
 
Agenda for next meeting:  
Apologies for absence  
Minutes of the last meeting  
Matters arising  
Correspondence  
Treasurer’s Report  
Outings Report  
Social  
Newsletter 
AOB 


