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70 Years of the Followers 

2019 marks the 70th year of The Followers. If you haven’t travelled with us yet 
this is an excellent reason to do so!  

Although I had watched the Blues at home for many years before, I made my 
first trip in September 1994 to Richmond. Everyone was very welcoming and I 
looked forward to more days out with like-minded people. Ted Keep organised 
the trips in those days. The raffles were very simple with only three or four 
prizes. We often arrived early so that we could see something of the town (or 
spend more time in local hostelries!) and sometimes called in at another place on 
the way home. As well as regular trips to the likes of Coventry, Blackheath and 
Rosslyn Park, there were cup matches at different grounds such as 
Stourbridge, West Park St Helens and a never-to-be forgotten one to Aspatria. 
I still remember the horizontal rain and almost losing my coat in the wind as we 
got off the coach. Walking to the pitch from the clubhouse meant a soaking to 
one side, the other getting the same treatment on the return! Oh yes, and Andy 
Finnie’s kick to touch ending up behind him.  

Then there was the joy(?) of matches at the higher echelons of Gloucester, 
Bath and Harlequins but we held on to our place after a win at West Hartlepool 
and the play offs against Rotherham. We didn’t keep that place the following 
year though after Rotherham gained their revenge. Since then we have 
maintained our place in the second tier and The Followers continued to provide 
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coach travel to every mainland match in the league and cup competitions. The raffles are still held but with a wider 
range of prizes, usually won by those sitting at the back of the coach or Peter Smith! There is a sweepstake on the 
match result. We even try to sell tickets for this in the opposition clubhouse! There is a post-match discussion that 
would enhance any professional pundit’s piece.  

Why do people travel with us on the coach? I asked some fellow travelers for their thoughts: 

• Friendship. The vast majority of my closest friends are people I have met since joining the Followers.  

Long may it continue. 

• The certainty of a coach going wherever possible. We have always got there on time regardless. 

• An opportunity, as a single person, to travel to away games with a friendly, supportive (dare I say knowledgeable?) 

group of friends (as that is what they all become) and feel completely comfortable and not alone. 

In summary, The Followers provide door-to-door transport at a very reasonable cost to every mainland ground where 
The Blues play a league or cup match. Good company in a friendly and safe environment for all: young, old, male, 
female. Everyone is made welcome. Don’t you think it is time you gave it a go?  

See our website or call in at our office at the ground for booking information. 

Jackie Markham 

C'mon you 
Blues! 

https://www.bedfordrfa.org/
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The Birth of the Followers 
 

In the summer of 1949, Dick Dellow, a reporter on the Bedfordshire Times, and Percy Burke, 
an army captain, wrote to the club asking for permission to form a supporters association The 
committee wrote back saying it had no objection. But it was not prepared to sponsor it or to 
receive gifts.  

On July 15, the newspaper reported under the headline: For Rugby Followers: "Bedford rugby 
enthusiasts are banding themselves together for the purpose of hiring transport to the 
town's away matches next season. A 35 seater coach will be available in addition to the one 
organised by Jack Nightingale. Charges will be kept down to cost."  

And so the Followers were born. Soon, with another founder member Ted Keep on board they 
started travelling to away games not just to watch the rugby but to see the country 
recovering from the devastating effects of war, often leaving early to visit landmarks like 
Coventry Cathedral, Kew Gardens and Greenwich en route to Coundon Road, London Welsh and 
Blackheath.  

Reproduced from Neil Roy’s book “125 years of the Blues”. Copies of his book are still 
available in the club shop. 

Welcome from the new Followers President – Phil Novis. 
 

I became President of the followers in June this year. I have had several spells on the 
Followers Committee before but pressures on my time have meant that I could not remain 
on the committee for as long as I would have liked. The President’s position allows me to 
return to the committee with a lighter day to day workload. 

I have been retired since 2005. I had completed 32 years in the IT industry spread over 4 
companies with the two largest spells being at a local engineering company and a well-known 
UK bank. Since retiring, I have spent a lot of time doing odds and ends at Goldington Road 
and helping some mates look after their daughter who has a life limiting and life-
threatening medical condition. I am also the Secretary of the Bedfordshire branch of the 
Wooden Spoon Society, a children’s charity that relies heavily on the world of rugby and our 
contacts within it. 

I want to spend a lot of my time as President working with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
to grow the Followers membership as that will allow us to help the club more as well as 
boosting our enjoyment of the games home and away. 

Please contact me at phil.novis@sky.com or speak to me at any home game if you have any 
thoughts on what the Followers could do to help you enjoy your support of the Bedford 
Blues. 

Regards 

 

Phil Novis 
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How is you 6 nations knowledge? 

1) Who is the leading try scorer 

(Irish) with 26 tries? 

2) Who is the leading points 

scorer (Irish) with 557 points? 

3) Who (English) has scored the 

most points, 89 in a single 

tournament? 

4) Which captain (Scottish 7 

penalties) scored the most 

points in a 6 nations match? 

5) Which team has the most grand 

slams and how many? 

6) Who (English) has scored the 

most points, 35 in a single 

game? 

The first person to answer by email 

will get an honourable mention in our 

next issue. Answers next issue. 

Friendly fixtures 

At this time only two friendly fixtures have been  
announced which are home games against Cambridge and 
Cardiff Blues. 

Away trips prices and times are being negotiated. Please 
check on the followers website as they will be published 
there when they become known. 

1. Cup Match - Coventry v Bedford Blues 

Sat 28 Sept. - kick off at 3.00pm at Butts Park Arena  

2. Championship -  Yorkshire Carnegie v Bedford Blues  

Sun 13-Oct.- kick off at 3.00pm at Emerald Carnegie 

3. Championship - Coventry v Bedford Blues 

Sat 19-Oct.- kick off at 3.00pm at Butts Park Arena 

 

Coming up Soon 

The new teams in the 
Championship 

Ampthill RUFC will be playing at Dillingham 
Park next season. They will be only 9 miles 
away a journey of about 25 minutes. What 
facilities they have we will try and report on in 
our next edition. We are not sure they will be 
ready for the Followers! 

They are planning a new site in Fordfield Road 
opposite the Centre Parks entrance which will 
be a mile west of their current ground. 

Newcastle Falcons 

Newcastle will join the Championship after six 
seasons in the top flight, their place is taken 
by London Irish. 

Kingston Park is approximately 235 miles from 
Bedford which means a 4 hour plus journey. 
(Cornish Pirates is 325 miles and a drive of 
over 6  hours). 

Championship Club News 
 
Leeds RUFC Ltd, trading as Yorkshire 
Carnegie, have today (12 June) proposed a 
Company Voluntary Agreement (CVA) with its 

C'mon you 
Blues! 

creditors and Begbies Traynor in Leeds have been 
appointed to act as joint nominees and supervisors. 
A new operational, break even plan for the 2019-20 
season has been presented to the RFU with the 
Yorkshire Carnegie club continuing to stage 
matches at Emerald Headingly Stadium and the 
team operating from the Leeds Rugby facilities at 
Kirkstall. 
The CVA has been accepted but the RFU have still 
to approve that Carnegie will be able to put out a 
competitive team. They need to assemble a squad 
from scratch as the former players and coaching/
backroom staff have all left. 
 
July 24th—Yorkshire Carnegie have appointed 
former Wasps and Bath player Martyn Wood as the 
club’s new Director of Rugby. He has to get a team 
ready to play on the 20th September to play 
Nottingham in the Championship Cup.  
 
A new home is proposed for Truro Football Club, 
the Cornish Pirates, Truro & Penwith College and all 
of Cornwall. The complex comprises modern 
sporting, catering, hospitality and conference 
facilities for the two teams in a venue capable of 
hosting thousands. College students would be able 
to train in the cutting edge facilities.  

mailto:bedfordrugbyfollowers@gmail.com
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Puzzle 2 

Not quite the 15 picked by ERIK YEARM last season? 
 

1 FLANK ANAGRAM ______________ 

2 PATTY PEAL  ______________ 

3 SHY HARD RAPPER ______________ 

4 SILKEN CODE  ______________ 

5 AND MEANS ADO ______________ 

6 REAL CHIN  ______________ 

7 GROW BILLIONS ______________ 

8 PROBE ONCE  ______________ 

9 CLAIM TRICK WHIRLS______________ 

10 OUR LYRIC  ______________ 

11 MATCHED GLORY ______________ 

12 EARLY DOT  ______________ 

13 RARELY HUNT  ______________ 

14 CARMEN'S YACHT ______________ 

15 KEAN DINGHY ____________ 

Puzzle 3 

Get to know the new signings plus a few not in 
puzzle 2?  

1   MEND MAT   __________ 

2   WRY MATELOT  __________ 

3   OAKEN JOINTS  __________ 

4   JARROW FEET  __________ 

5 RAY STAGHORN   __________ 

6 LIME GASMEN  __________ 

7 HOBBITS RIME  __________ 

8 XYLENE PAN  __________ 

9 WHO! LEO LILY  __________ 

10 NON JAM LENSE  __________ 

11 JAB ICE FOLD  __________ 

12 NOUN WITH GROWTH __________ 

13 ROOF ADJOIN JEAN __________ 

14 BASH EGO JUG  __________ 

15 HYPER LUNA  __________ 

Well done to Mick Meadows who gave 
me the first correct answer to the 
Blues players which were :-  
 1. Rory Underwood,  
 2. James Pritchard,  
 3. Scott Stewart   
 4. Scott Murray.  
 
 
Answers to puzzle 1. 

 

      T                         

M C C A R T H Y             M   

      Y               B     C   

    C L A R E       H U T L E R 

      O               G     L   

C U R R Y             G     R   

    A         T A P L E Y   O   

F I E L D S     D     A     Y   

          H     A               

          E     M     R     P   

          P     S   H O O L E Y 

      L   P     O     B     N   

  F L A N A G A N     L     N   

      N   R           I     Y   

      E   D I C K S O N         

                      G R E E N 

I am not sure if all the players would appreciate their anagrams but 6 Js make it quite difficult. 
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Why Followers? 

Many years ago there was a website called ‘Have Your Say’ where all 
things Blues were dissected and discussed. At the time I was stewarding 
at home games, loving it but not getting involved with much more. 

One week a young lady wrote a post about travelling on the bus to away 
games with the Followers.  She was a passionate Blues supporter and 
wrote how much she enjoyed the experience and how many new friends 
she’d made. I thought, that sounds fun and missing half the games was 
never good. So, I tried it out, she was right, friends are made, singing, 
chanting and supporting the team is special.  

At some away games we outnumber the home support, can you imagine how 
that affects our boys in blue? I love being recognised as a noisy crazy fan, 
don’t worry if your voice is soft, your support is always appreciated.  

I was recommended to go to London Welsh as a great day out, it was, and 
we miss them in the league but there are lots of other diverse places to 
visit.  Most make us appreciate what an amazing place Goldington Road is 
but we ONLY play there 50% of the time. Our amazing team need to hear 
and see us at away games too.  

Why not give it a go?  I can’t promise a win but I can promise it won’t be 
for lack of effort from the team or from us the Followers ...........  Come 
give us a try, you will be made to feel very welcome, it’s a great day out!  

Solveig  

Where are they now? 

Congratulations to Josh 
Basset for his appearance in 
an England shirt playing 
against the Barbarians on the 
2nd June scoring the first  
try in the 11th minute.  
Mark Atkinson (Blues 2012-
2014) scored two tries for 
the Barbarians. 

Ben Gulliver has moved from 
Coventry where he was 
Community Manager to 
Plymouth where he will be 
the new head coach. 

James Pritchard has retired 
from rugby after helping 
Ampthill RUFC gain 
promotion to the 
Championship. 

Dan Seal and Brendan Burke 
are coaches at Olney RFC.  

Congratulations to Josh Basset for his appearance in an 
England shirt playing against the Barbarians ….. 

Followers Guide to Away Grounds 

COVENTRY RUGBY 

Coventry play their home matches at Butts Park Arena. 
The ‘Arena’ is located in the Spon End area of Coventry, 
right in the heart of the City. Coventry have played here 
since 2004 following the demolition of the Coundon Road 
Stadium. The stadium is shared with Coventry Bears 
Rugby League side. 

The arena has one stand and the ‘arena’ itself has full 
disabled access, with provisions in place to 
ensure disabled supporters and their carers are both well 
catered for. 

Opposite the ground can be found the Broomfield Arms, 
wide selection of beers, a small friendly pub. For those 
wanting some good pub food, have a decent pint or glass 
of wine and watch some sport before the big game then 
there is a pub about 10 mins walk ‘The Railway Bar and 
Grill’. The pub and it’s food both get good reviews. They 
have an English menu, a Pizza menu and a Curry/Balti 
menu.  
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 Coventry’s Butts Park Arena is probably not the most glamourous of grounds we will visit 
throughout the season but Coventry are local rivals who have invested in their squad this year 
and so it’s an away game where Bedford will need their 16th man so one that we really need as 
many people as possible to travel with us to the game. 

Luke Wallace from Wasps, Gareth Denman and Henry Purdy from Premiership Gloucester are 
among the notable signings. 

YORKSHIRE CARNEGIE 
A club who have had a few name changes over the 
years. Originally called Leeds RUFC, they were 
founded in 1991 after the merger of Roundhay and 
Headingley. They were renamed Leeds Tykes in 
1998, then became Leeds Carnegie in 2007 and in 
2014 launched as Yorkshire Carnegie. 
The name Carnegie comes from the Scottish 
entrepreneur and philanthropist Andrew Carnegie 
whose Carnegie Trust funded the establishment of a 
PE teaching training college in 1930s. 
Carnegie College is now the Carnegie Faculty 
of Sport and Education within Leeds 
Metropolitan University. 
 
The club adjoins Headingley Cricket Club 
and it so happens that on the day we play 
Yorkshire- 13th October, is one of the days 
they run stadium tours. 
 
The tour gives behind-the-scenes access to 
Yorkshire County Cricket Club, encompassing 
areas that are usually off limits to the 
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 general public. You can look inside the 
players’ changing and dining rooms, get an 
exclusive feel of what life is like on match 
days the players. A look at the Yorkshire 
Cricket Museum and Long Room. The tour 
also includes a visit to the purpose-built 
Media Centre used by the national and 
international press, which provides fantastic 
views across the stadium and its surrounding 
areas. 
 
But if it’s a decent bit of food and a wide 
variety of beers etc- then most Blues fans 
head to the Original Oak Pub. A huge menu 
and live sport. It’s about a 10 minute walk 
(uphill going but a nice downhill stroll on the 
way back). 
 
There is a small restaurant and bar (The 
Carnegie Café Bar) at the ground that some 
supporters go to but most head to the 
Original Oak where you’ll usually find a few 
Carnegie Supporters there who are always 
friendly and ready for some jovial Rugby 
banter. 
Traditionally Yorkshire Carnegie play their 
home games on a Sunday afternoon with kick 
off at 3pm. 
The stadium is the home of the Leeds Rhinos 
and can hold 17,500. Alas typically only one 
stand is open for Rugby Union and there is 
plenty of space!! 
 
Carnegie offer Disabled Supporters a 
concessionary priced ticket (upon valid proof 
of disability). If Disabled fans require 
assistance at a match they offer an 
additional ticket for a Helper free of charge 
The ground has several designated areas for 
supporters who require a wheelchair. There 
is availability in the South Stand and 
Carnegie Terrace. The ground has good 

facilities for its Disabled Supporters with 
six toilets; these are located in the Carnegie 
Café bar, Carnegie Upper tier, South Stand 
and the Main Pavilion. 
 
A look at the listed players coming and going 
makes interesting reading:- 
 
Yorkshire Carnegie 
IN:  
None 
 
OUT:  
Matt Smith   (Doncaster Knights), 
Chris Elder   (Chinnor),  
Andrew Foster  (Doncaster Knights),  
Pete Lucock   (Doncaster Knights).  
Brendan Cope  (Jersey Reds),  
Tom Hill   (Nottingham), 
Andy Forsyth  (Coventry),  
Joe Buckle   (Coventry),  
Cian Romaine   (Cornish Pirates),  
Harry Davey   (Cornish Pirates),  
Jake Ilnicki   (Seattle Seahawks),  
Josh Bainbridge  (Jersey Reds),  
Ollie Fox   (Bath),  
Kieran Frost   (Rotherham Titans),  
Sam Allan   (Rotherham Titans),  
Tom Bullough   (Rotherham Titans),  
JB Bruzulier   (Cornish Pirates),  
Antonion Kiri Kiri  (Cornish Pirates) 
Fa'atiga Lemalu  (Cornish Pirates),  
Craig Mitchell  (Cornish Pirates),  
Marc Thomas  (Carcassonne), 
Elijah Niko   (Ealing Trailfinders),  
Sam Wolstenholme (Wasps),  
Richard Beck   (retired) 
 

C'mon you 
Blues! 
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This space has been left for any contributions — amaze us by 
submitting your comments or even an article! 

Submit a quiz or an article on your most memorable game - 
who remembers our Cup Final win? 

Have you spotted news of former players that we might 
share? 

Members forum/email contributions 

The Followers aim to support and assist Bedford Rugby in various ways as determined by the 
Committee and by proposals carried at an AGM.  

• We run coaches to mainland away games to provide support unequalled in our division. 

• We run a Jackpot at home games to provide funds for the club and as cash prizes. 

• We assist with ground maintenance each summer and support when necessary to clear snow 

and the debris left behind after our fireworks displays. 
• We organise social events and help promote events held by the club. 

bedfordrugbyfollowers@gmail.com 

www.bedfordrfa.org/ 

Twitter 

Facebook 

Members Forum 
We would like to include articles 
submitted by members on this page. 
Please send any contributions by 
email to:- 
B R Followers 
We reserve the right to edit any 
contribution to make it suitable for 
publication. 

 

Your Committee 2019—2020 Season 

Our new President is Phil Novis, and our Chairman is Martin Clark. Continuing in their posts 
are Vice Chairman Andy Cobley, Secretary is Jane Roberts, Geoff Appleton as Treasurer 
and Margaret Appleton as Membership and Outings Secretary. 

Also continuing as committee members are Lesley Cornish, Mel Grover Solveig Haywood, 
Sue Livens, Jackie Markham, Peter Smith, Baz Townsend and Steve Wosley. 

We welcome our new committee member Martin Sharp. 

mailto:bedfordrugbyfollowers@gmail.com
http://www.bedfordrfa.org/
https://twitter.com/BRFA_1949?s=17
https://www.facebook.com/groups/78603593535/
mailto:bedfordrugbyfollowers@gmail.com

